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Annual General Meeting - Saturday, August 8. We welcome all members of
the Buck Lake Association to our AGM on Saturday, August 8, 2026. The
meeting will start promptly at 10:00 am at Harris Park Hall at 5612 Perth
Road Crescent, in Perth Road Village. The BLA constitution requires a
quorum of 20% of members to be in attendance at the AGM. As we do not
always achieve this goal, we kindly request that if you are unable to attend
in person that you please email a completed proxy form (scan or picture) to
BuckLakeAssoc@gmail.com by Friday, August 7, 2026.

2026 Membership. We are now receiving annual membership dues for
2026. The dues have increased to $40 per year and help to support all the
activities and initiatives undertaken by the Buck Lake Association. If you and
your family haven’t previously joined, please check out
www.BuckLake.ca/Membership and consider becoming part of the Buck
Lake Association (BLA). E-transfers can be sent to us at
BuckLakeAssoc@gmail.com. If you have pre-paid, for 2026 or beyond we
kindly ask you to make a top-up payment of $15 per year so that we can
continue to serve you to the best of our ability.

BuckStock ‘26. A huge thank you to everyone that came out to enjoy some
music, food, and friendship! Craig Jones and the Alternative Facts wowed
the crowd for three hours and helped us raise over $2,300 for Southern
Frontenac Community Services! A special thank you to the campers at
Hidden Valley for helping set-up the tents, preparing and cooking food, and
hosting all of us!

Join the BLA Board of Directors! We have openings for dedicated
individuals passionate about community service. If you are interested in
contributing through environmental education, wildlife advocacy, activism,
and organizing social events, we would love to hear from you. Contact us at
BuckLakeAssoc@gmail.com and make a positive impact on our community!
Thank you to Don Young and Kathy McDonald for your dedication to the
Association!
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WATERSHEDS CANADA BLOG

Millions of years ago, great frozen giants covered our land. The
rapid temperature increase following the ice ages caused the
mile-thick glaciers to recede, gouging the earth and pushing
sediment to form sharp moraines (NOAA, n.d.). Then, the water
from their melt filled the great depressions, leaving behind what
we now call lakes (NSIDC, n.d.).

This process is responsible for much of the landscape we have
in Canada. With more lakes than any country in the world
(Deutsch et al., 2022), the scale of these ancient vestiges of the
ice age is truly staggering to behold. Combined with our over
8,500 rivers (Canadian Geographic, 2025) and 1.25 million
square-kilometres of wetlands (Government of Canada, 2025a),
it is no overstatement to say that freshwater is one of Canada’s
most abundant and precious resources.

These freshwater systems are not only defining our landscape;
their influence is deeply intertwined with so much of our
modern lives. For instance, agriculture, electric power
generation, municipal waterworks, and wastewater treatment all
rely on clean, abundant freshwater. Our industries, and by
extension our economies, need it for the manufacturing of
chemical, petroleum, metal, and paper products, among many
other things (Muller, 1985). Beyond those, we drink these waters,
and swim, canoe, and fish in them. They are the lifelines of our
country, as our veins are the lifelines in us.

Our freshwater systems sustain an astounding diversity of native
wildlife, too. Approximately 19.1% of all macroscopic species
found in Canada, including amphibians, reptiles, fish,
macroinvertebrates, birds, and mammals, rely directly on
freshwater to complete important parts of their life cycle. This
uniquely high ecological value means that proper management
of these resources can have strong impacts on global
ecosystem services and functions, in addition to overall
conservation goals (Desforges et al., 2022). 
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While commonly cited as holding 20% of the world’s
freshwater resources between our borders, in truth, only
about 7% of this amount is renewable (Government of
Canada, 2025b). Renewable freshwater circulates in the
system and is constantly replenished by precipitation and
water in-flows, while non-renewable freshwater is stored in
glaciers, large lakes, aquifers, and ice caps and has a low
rate of recharge (Statistics Canada, 2017). Canada still has the
third largest amount of renewable freshwater in the world,
though, so it is therefore of supreme importance to protect
these expansive and dynamic resources.

The first step in protecting our freshwater and everything
connected to it is information gathering. This can take place
through water quality sampling, community science
programs, performing species at risk and invasive species
surveys, biomonitoring, and more. We can then make
informed decisions on which targeted actions to take to most
directly and most efficiently protect and build resilience for
freshwater systems. This can happen through such
endeavours as fish habitat restoration projects, large-scale
infrastructural projects, pollution management, municipal
policies, and invasive species removal, to name a few
 

The responsibility of performing this work is mostly divided
between conservation groups (e.g., conservation authorities,
watershed groups), Indigenous communities, government
agencies, and non-profit organizations, each with their own
advantages and expertise. Collaboration between all is
necessary for freshwater protection, but it does not end
there – we need to start broadening our lens on freshwater
conservation, so that it encapsulates not only municipalities
but entire watersheds. After all, everything is connected! 

Each of us holds the well-being of our precious lakes and
rivers in our hands. You can protect freshwater yourself by
volunteering for local conservation projects, getting involved
with local council decisions, donating to freshwater
organizations like Watersheds Canada, reducing your use of
environmentally harmful products, restoring your waterfront
property’s shoreline with native plants, and having
conversations about this topic with family and friends. 

Much like the glaciers that roamed our land, we can leave
behind a legacy that transcends time. Protecting what these
giants bestowed upon us will benefit generations to come
and allow them to have the same pristine, vibrant freshwater
ecosystems that we enjoy ourselves.

Article by Watersheds Canada. Retrieved from:
https://watersheds.ca/with-great-water-comes-great-

responsibility-freshwater-value-protection-and-renewability/Two Northern Pintail drakes use a wetland area for the day.
Photo from the blog post by Simon Lunn  

BY TY F ISCHER ,  FRESHWATER HEALTH COORDINATOR

With Great Water Comes Great Responsibility:
Freshwater Value, Protection, and Renewability

https://watersheds.ca/septics/
https://watersheds.ca/the-eastern-red-backed-salamander-and-our-shared-shoreline-responsibility/
https://watersheds.ca/the-way-forward-for-people-and-waterfowl/
https://watersheds.ca/sustaining-our-freshwater-for-today-and-tomorrow/
https://watersheds.ca/freshwater-stewardship/community-science-resources/
https://watersheds.ca/freshwater-stewardship/invasive-species-resources/
https://watersheds.ca/macroinvertebrate-biomonitoring-small-creatures-big-impacts/
https://watersheds.ca/our-work/habitat-programs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvmQGqBr77c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOIFa24WXHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOIFa24WXHc
https://watersheds.ca/donate/
https://watersheds.ca/donate/
https://naturaledge.watersheds.ca/
https://naturaledge.watersheds.ca/
https://watersheds.ca/with-great-water-comes-great-responsibility-freshwater-value-protection-and-renewability/
https://watersheds.ca/with-great-water-comes-great-responsibility-freshwater-value-protection-and-renewability/
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A more natural property supports a healthy ecosystem and wildlife.
Photo by Scott Lillis                           

SMALL ACTIONS, BIG DIFFERENCE
One of the things that makes Buck Lake so special is that
every property owner has the opportunity to play a role in
protecting the lake we all enjoy. While it may seem like
one person's actions don't make much of a difference, the
combined efforts of everyone on the lake can have a
lasting impact on water quality and the health of our
shoreline.

Simple actions can go a long way. Maintaining a natural
shoreline with native plants helps filter runoff before it
reaches the lake, reduces erosion, and provides valuable
habitat for fish, birds, turtles, and pollinators. Limiting the
use of fertilizers and pesticides, regularly maintaining
septic systems, and ensuring leaves and grass clippings
stay out of the water also help reduce excess nutrients that
can contribute to algae growth.

If you enjoy boating, remember that reducing speed near
shore helps minimize wake erosion and protects docks,
wildlife, and fragile shoreline habitat. Taking a few extra
moments to inspect and clean your boat before launching
also helps prevent the spread of invasive aquatic species.

Healthy lakes don't happen by accident—they are the
result of thousands of thoughtful decisions made by the
people who live, work, and play on them. By making
stewardship part of our everyday routine, we can help
ensure that Buck Lake remains a beautiful and healthy
place for future generations.

The Official Publication of the

LAKE STEWARDSHIP -  BY SCOTT LIL IS

Join the
Buck Lake Association!

If you love Buck Lake, you’re already 
benefiting from the Buck Lake Association.

Every buoy marking a hazard, every water quality test,
every community event, every conversation with

local government, every newsletter - 
these things don’t happen by accident.

They happen because volunteers give their time 
and members contibute $40 a year. 

Membership isn’t just paying dues. 
It’s investing in the future of Buck Lake.

To sign up, paddle on over to BuckLake.ca/membership

http://bucklake.ca/membership
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In our wetlands, rivers, forests, and shorelines live a
quiet, often overlooked group of species: Canada’s
native herpetofauna! This is the collective term for
amphibians and reptiles encompassing frogs, toads,
snakes, turtles, and salamanders. Though small and
frequently hidden away, these species play
disproportionately important ecological roles in our
natural environments. Their presence and absence
serve as sensitive indicators of freshwater health,
habitat quality, and climate change impacts (Hocking &
Babbitt, 2014). They are an integral part of many
aquatic and terrestrial food webs, demonstrating their
vast influence on the ecology of our ecosystems.

Amphibians
Amphibians such as frogs, toads, and salamanders are
among the earliest wildlife to signal that spring has
arrived. Species such as Spring Peeper (Pseudacris
crucifer), Wood Frog (Lithobates sylvaticus), and
American Toad (Anaxyrus americanus) begin calling in
April, often while ice still clings to the edges of ponds.
Amphibians rely on clean, fish-free ephemeral
wetlands such as vernal pools and vegetated shallows
for breeding. The very habitats they need are
increasingly threatened by shoreline development
(Guderyahn et al., 2016). These species act as both
predators of insects and prey for birds, mammals, and
reptiles, filling the ecological role that fish play in
freshwater ecosystems in their absence.

Amphibians are considered “sentinel species” due to
their permeable skin which readily absorbs pollutants.
This makes them highly sensitive to hormone-
disrupting chemicals, salt pollution (e.g., road salts),
and nutrient runoff (Collins, 2010). Population declines
often appear in amphibians before other wildlife,
thereby providing an early warning to freshwater
ecosystem change, and earning these species the title
of “bioindicators” alongside other species like
macroinvertebrates.

HERPETOFAUNA SPOTLIGHT:

The Official Publication of the

BY JONATHAN MILLER ,  
FRESHWATER CONSERVATION INTERN

Snakes
Snakes have intrigued humans for centuries, with many
cultures incorporating them into their mythos and lore. Canada
is home to more than 25 species of these snakes, including
Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis), Northern Watersnake
(Nerodia sipedon), and the threatened Eastern Hog-nosed
Snake (Heterodon platirhinos). Snakes play a critical role in
maintaining ecological balance by controlling rodent
populations and serving as both predators and prey in
complex food webs (Weatherhead & Madsen, 2009).

Most Canadian snakes rely on hibernacula, which are
underground cavities, bedrock fissures, or mammal burrows
that they return to year after year. Even a small disturbance to
these overwintering sites can eliminate entire local
populations. Road mortality is one of the greatest threats to
snakes in southern Canada. In some regions, up to 50% of
annual adult mortality occurs on roads, especially for species
that must migrate between wetlands and hibernation sites
(Paterson et al., 2019). Shoreline development and the removal
of coarse woody debris also reduce habitat used for nesting
and thermoregulation.

An American Toad (Anaxyrus americanus)
Photo from the blog post by Simon Lunn 

Canada’s Native Amphibians and Reptiles

The Eastern Hog-nosed Snake is endemic to Ontario.
Photo by iNaturalist

https://watersheds.ca/riparian-zones-and-climate-change/
https://watersheds.ca/macroinvertebrate-biomonitoring-small-creatures-big-impacts/
https://watersheds.ca/a-home-for-fish-the-benefits-of-in-water-woody-debris/
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/29925-Heterodon-platirhinos?__cf_chl_f_tk=oMmHGYq2sEPn1tOABgy1LUOMmlKY35bLwgCd3K.ZVIQ-1783294843-1.0.1.1-gjDFYRmWRkPqp.kiZapLCxIVMlIFhaCKlfhcXlGEbGY
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Threats, and What Can be Done to Help?
There are six leading causes of biodiversity loss
affecting Canada’s amphibians and reptiles, and each of
them individually or in combination contributes to the
declines observed in many amphibian and reptile
species today. These pressures include: commercial
exploitation; the introduction of non-native species that
compete with, prey upon, or transmit parasites; habitat
loss and alteration; exposure to chemical contaminants;
climate change; and infectious diseases (Collins, 2010). 

Property owners and community members are capable
of making meaningful contributions to help conserve
Canada’s amphibians and reptiles, including:

Preserve and restore natural shoreline vegetation.
Consider participating in shoreline restoration
programs like The Natural Edge to get started.
Maintain vernal pools and shallow wetlands.
Leave logs, leaf litter, and woody brush in place
where safe to do so. Access free stewardship guides
in Watersheds Canada’s free E-library.
Use wildlife-friendly mowing schedules (late
summer or fall).
Install turtle-nest protectors where appropriate.
Avoid using pesticides and herbicides, especially
around water.
Reduce road mortality by supporting wildlife roads
and spring signage.
Supporting environmental charities like Watersheds
Canada that are actively restoring wildlife habitat.
Make a symbolic adoption of a Blanding’s Turtle,
Eastern Red-Backed Salamander, and more through
our symbolic adoption program.

Cumulative environmental actions and habitat
improvements such as these can have a cascading
positive impact not just on our native herpetofauna, but
on all wildlife too!

Article by Watersheds Canada.  Retrieved from: 
https://watersheds.ca/herpetofauna-spotlight-canadas-native-

amphibians-and-reptiles/

Turtles
Canada’s turtles – including its 8 freshwater species and 4
marine – are ecological keystones. Their foraging behaviours
help to maintain wetland nutrient cycling, remove carrion, and
enhance seed dispersal (Lovich et al., 2018). Southern Ontario
is home to the greatest concentration of Canada’s turtles. Its
landscape is dotted with an exceptional diversity of wetlands
– including lakes, marshes, rivers, bogs, fens, and ponds – that
together create a vast wetland mosaic supporting the highest
turtle diversity in the country. These interconnected wetlands
provide critical habitat for our native turtles, who need “soft”,
undeveloped, shorelines to nest and survive.

Turtles are among the most at-risk vertebrates in the country,
with all eight native species now listed as species at risk due
to road mortality, nest predation, habitat loss, and illegal
collection (COSEWIC, 2023). Their life history makes recovery
extremely slow. Turtles depend on decades of adult survival
to compensate for high hatchling mortality. This means that
the loss of even a few breeding females can cause long-term
population declines (Congdon et al., 1993). Shoreline
development and vegetation removal, especially on natural
beaches, eliminate nesting areas or even expose nests to
predators, reducing hatching rates. Protecting our native
turtles requires preserving our wetlands and maintaining
natural shoreline vegetation, actions that also benefit fish,
birds, amphibians, and water quality.

The Official Publication of the

Blanding’s Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii)
Photo from the blog post by Simon Lunn 

https://naturaledge.watersheds.ca/
https://library.watersheds.ca/
https://watersheds.ca/gifts
https://watersheds.ca/herpetofauna-spotlight-canadas-native-amphibians-and-reptiles/
https://watersheds.ca/herpetofauna-spotlight-canadas-native-amphibians-and-reptiles/
https://watersheds.ca/4-new-resources-to-help-protect-our-wetlands/
https://watersheds.ca/why-soft-shorelines-are-more-beneficial-to-your-shoreline-property/
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Dear Mr. Reid,

The Buck Lake Association (BLA) is a not-for-profit organization representing
members that are residents and cottagers of Buck Lake in South Frontenac,
Ontario. The association is committed to the long-term health and
enjoyment of our lake and the watershed. There are about 400 seasonal and
permanent residences around Buck Lake about 100 of whom are BLA
members.

We recently surveyed our members regarding the Alto high-speed rail
project and found that, of the respondents, 88% were opposed to the project
and 75% wanted the BLA to take a stance against it. As such, I am writing to
express our opposition to the proposed Alto project and to urge you to
continue to scrutinize the government's plans and oppose this project. While
our survey did not include the collection of reasons why respondents were
opposed to the proposed project, we believe that these might include many
concerns raised by other individuals and associations, including:

The impact that the southern route being considered by Alto could have
on the ecology of the area. Buck Lake is within the Frontenac Arch
Biosphere Reserve, a globally significant, ecologically vital region.
The impact on local farms, rural and smaller communities such as ours
that would receive little direct benefit while helping fund the project.
The lack of a stop serving Kingston and possibly other larger
communities between Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal.
The potential for reduction in existing Via Rail service to Kingston as a
result of the Alto project.

Please note that our survey was conducted prior to the recent
announcement that Alto has been directed to consider a route with a stop
serving Kingston.

As planning for the Alto project continues, we believe Canadians deserve a
revised, fully transparent and independent assessment of the project's
potential lifecycle costs, economic benefits, environmental impacts, and
financial risks. Any decision of this magnitude should be based on rigorous
and up-to-date evidence rather than possibly overly optimistic assumptions.

As our representative in Parliament, we ask that you advocate for careful
oversight of the Alto project and ensure that taxpayers receive complete
and accurate information before any irreversible commitments are made.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our views. We hope that you will
continue to advocate on behalf of your constituents and ensure the BLA
members and your broader constituency is kept abreast of developments
on this project.

Sincerely, Sharon Ledwell, on behalf of the BLA

The Official Publication of the

The following is a letter sent to The Honourable Scott Reid, MP by Sharon
Ledwell, President of the Buck Lake Association on behalf of the membership

LETTER TO SCOTT REID, MP
BY SHARON LEDWELL ,  BLA PRESIDENT

http://www.greenshieldpestcontrol.com/
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Some of the most important conservation efforts don't
start in boardrooms—they start around a campfire or at
the end of a dock. That's exactly how the Let's Get the
Lead Out campaign began, with a group of dedicated
residents on nearby Wolfe Lake who wanted to protect
the wildlife they loved.

Today, that grassroots initiative has grown into a
province-wide movement, bringing together lake
associations, conservation organizations, anglers, and
concerned citizens who all share a common goal:
keeping Ontario's lakes healthy for generations to
come.

Buck Lake is known for its clear waters, abundant
wildlife, and iconic Common Loons. Whether you're
casting from the dock, trolling from a boat, or teaching
your grandchildren to fish for the first time, we all
share a responsibility to care for this special place. One
simple change can make a surprisingly big difference.

While lead has been removed from products like paint,
gasoline, and plumbing, it is still commonly used in
fishing sinkers, split shot, jigs, and weights. Every year,
thousands of pieces of lead tackle are lost in Ontario's
lakes and waterways, where they remain for decades.
Because lead is highly toxic, even a single lost sinker
can have devastating consequences for wildlife.

Loons, ducks, swans, turtles, and other aquatic animals
often mistake small pieces of lead tackle for food or
for the small stones they naturally swallow to aid
digestion. Once ingested, the lead is quickly absorbed
into their bodies, frequently causing paralysis, organ
damage, and death. In fact, lead fishing tackle is
recognized as one of the leading causes of death for
adult Common Loons in Ontario.

The encouraging news is that this problem has a
simple solution. Lead-free alternatives made from
materials such as tin, steel, and tungsten are now
widely available, perform just as well for most fishing
situations, and are becoming increasingly affordable.
Many anglers have already made the switch.

LET’S GET THE LEAD OUT OF BUCK LAKE

The Official Publication of the

BY ANDREA LILLIS ,  BUCK LAKE RESIDENT

Although Canada's national and provincial parks have
banned the use of lead fishing tackle, and countries such
as the United Kingdom and Denmark—as well as several
U.S. states and national parks—have already phased it out,
there is still no Canada-wide ban on lead fishing tackle.
The Let's Get the Lead Out campaign is working to
change that through education, public awareness, and
advocacy.

How You Can Help
Protecting Buck Lake starts with small actions that add up
to a big impact.

Switch to lead-free tackle. Replace your lead sinkers, split
shot, and jig heads with non-toxic alternatives.
Spread the word. Share the campaign with your family,
friends, neighbours, and fellow anglers.
Watch and share the campaign video. Sometimes seeing
the impact firsthand is the most powerful way to inspire
change.
Sign the petition. Add your voice in support of a Canada-
wide ban on lead fishing tackle.

Learn More
Visit the Fish Lead Free Campaign website and/or watch
their video to learn more.

Buck Lake has always been a community of people who
care deeply about the water, the wildlife, and one
another. By making the switch to lead-free tackle and
helping spread awareness, we can build on the incredible
work started by our neighbours at Wolfe Lake and ensure
that our loons—and all the wildlife that call Buck Lake
home—continue to thrive for generations to come.

Article information from https://fishleadfree.ca

Facts about Lead... Did you know?

The average Canadian angler loses 11–15 j igs
and sinkers each year,  adding up to about 460
tonnes of lead enter ing Canadian waterways
annually.
Lead f ishing tackle remains legal in most of
Canada outside nat ional parks and certain
protected areas.
Lead-free alternat ives made from t in,  steel ,
and tungsten are widely avai lable and
becoming more affordable.

https://fishleadfree.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jdaDCASUx0
https://fishleadfree.ca/
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The voter registration process has changed for the 2026 Municipal Election.
We would like to encourage all eligible voters—including seasonal and
non-resident property owners—to verify that they are registered on the
Municipal Voters' List. You do not need to own property to vote in a
municipal election. If you or your spouse rent a home, apartment or other
seasonal residential property, you may be eligible to vote as well.

The Municipal Voters' List is now managed by Elections Ontario rather than
the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC). As a result, all
property owners should take a few minutes to confirm their information is
accurate.

Before August 12, 2026, please:
Confirm you are registered to vote
Update your voter information if necessary
Add yourself to the voters' list if you are not already registered
Remove outdated information

To check your status, visit: www.registertovoteon.ca

Select "Register Now" then choose "Check" to verify your voter information.
If you are a seasonal or non-resident property owner, be sure to indicate
that you own or rent a secondary property. You will be asked to provide
your name, date of birth, and property information (usually tax roll number).

If your information is correct, simply confirm it. If you are not listed,
continue through the registration process. You may be required to provide
identification.

After August 12, 2026, any updates or additions to the voters' list must be
completed directly through the township’s municipal clerk's office.

REGISTER TO VOTE

The Official Publication of the

INFORMATION FROM FOCA AND REGISTER TO VOTE 

Directors at Large:  
Suzanne Bailey, Kevin Borges, 

Ian Kilborn, Kasia Kindrat, Scott Lillis,
Kathy McDonald, and Don Young

The Buck Lake Association
Board of Directors 2026

President:
Sharon Ledwell

Vice President:
Bill Wylie

Recording Secretary:
Lorelei Rosa

Treasurer:
Rob McLean

We will be looking for new board members 
to join at our AGM, so please contact

BuckLakeAssoc@gmail.com 
for more information

https://atkgmkdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tpST01tozGA1NxtnrMcBUqnwQ_b6O7wmjqfCzxU-TNTK2SA5hxblf_XnI0FYMuAnLORnvl5x-P6oF_Y0gtDuqW2buRrLjutb-HUMDiPQp1fgqqZxALEw0htqdChbotBvrKKtc6GyaHdS_HoJZicvv0XwpptxALRv&c=RzQpSthhLxY6f8OXtC40Y1MYpdXKlE-8LkKVx_6cU9OE6MfCnioA9Q==&ch=5rXN-p53mRbwFsaGErKrRDe_-ejMciT0Je7TGKilmWgmOyGbH3Z_jw==


Photo by Scott Lillis
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INVASIVE SPECIES - EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL

LAKE LINKS
Lake Links is a collaborative, one-day workshop held every October. It attracts
individuals and scientists to share ways we can help sustain our lakes and rivers.
Individuals spread across five watersheds in Eastern Ontario and beyond attend
this day-long event to learn, network, and see what’s new.

https://watersheds.ca/lake-links/

FISH HABITAT PROGRAMS
With the steady increase in development along our lakes and rivers, critical fish
habitat is being compromised and degraded. Watersheds Canada in partnership
with local organizations is working to protect, enhance, and restore freshwater
fish habitats. These include walleye and trout spawning bed restorations, cold-
water creek enhancements, and adding woody debris with brush bundle
projects.

https://watersheds.ca/our-work/habitat-programs/

State of the Lake uses this column to share useful links and information to
help promote a healthy lake for everyone's enjoyment.

The Official Publication of the

Eurasian water-milfoil is a submerged perennial aquatic invasive plant. It can be found in a range of water conditions from fresh to brackish, alkaline to
acidic and even in nutrient-poor waters. Eurasian water-milfoil thrives in still or slow-moving waterbodies. The plant was likely first introduced from the
ballast water of Trans-Atlantic shipping vessels to the northeastern United States between the late 1800s and 1940. Eurasian water-milfoil was first
discovered in Canada in Lake Erie in 1961. It has since spread throughout the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence River and many inland lakes of Ontario and
Quebec.
 

How to identify eurasian watermilfoil?

Eurasian watermilfoil
Photo retrieved from:

https://picryl.com/media/118-
myriophyllum-spicatum-l-2fb3dd

Article retrieved from: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/eurasi

an-water-milfoil

Eurasian water-milfoil has long, feathery leaves, typically arranged in groups of 3 to 5 leaves around the stem. Each
leaf is finely divided, usually having 12 to 21 pairs of threadlike leaflets. The plant has a slender, branching stem that
can grow up to 3 metres long. The stems are often reddish-brown to pink but can sometimes appear green. During its
flowering stage, usually in late spring to early summer, it produces small reddish flowers on a spike that rise above the
water's surface. These spikes can be about 4 to 8 centimetres long.

Although Eurasian water-milfoil can be difficult to distinguish from the native Northern water-milfoil, the native milfoil
typically has fewer leaflet pairs (usually less than 10), remains rigid when taken out of the water and does not form the
thick vegetative mats characteristic of Eurasian water-milfoil. However, Northern water-milfoil and Eurasian water-
milfoil can hybridize, causing the plant’s physical characteristics to mix.

What you need to know
It is illegal to bring Eurasian water-milfoil into Ontario
Never keep or grow Eurasian water-milfoil in an aquarium, water garden or for any other purpose.
Always clean, drain and dry your watercraft before transporting it to another waterbody.
Boaters must open or remove drain plugs and other devices to allow water to drain. They must also take
reasonable measures to remove plants, animals and algae from their watercraft, watercraft equipment and trailer
before transporting it overland.
Boaters must ensure watercraft, watercraft equipment and trailers do not have aquatic plants, animals or algae
attached to them before arriving at a launch site or placing the watercraft into any waterbody.

https://watersheds.ca/lake-links/
https://watersheds.ca/our-work/habitat-programs/
https://picryl.com/media/118-myriophyllum-spicatum-l-2fb3dd
https://picryl.com/media/118-myriophyllum-spicatum-l-2fb3dd
https://www.ontario.ca/page/eurasian-water-milfoil
https://www.ontario.ca/page/eurasian-water-milfoil
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It’s construction season! We’ve updated our Road Construction page with the main road and bridge projects
this summer including maps of where work will take place throughout the township.
Guidelines to Open Air Fires & Fire Ban Regulations. Starting April 1, 2026, several changes to the Wildland Fire
Management Act were put into place. This regulation applies to the Ontario Fire Region, which includes
Bedford District. The boundary does not include Buck Lake, therefore we must follow South Frontenac's new
By-law Number 2026-36.
Our Corporate Climate Change Action plan was adopted and passed by Council on Tuesday, May 5. 2026. The
36-page document accurately responds to the top-of-mind global issue of climate change and addresses how
South Frontenac Township can take calculated steps to strengthen its commitment to sustainable
development and enhance its resilience to climate change.

TOWNSHIP NOTICES

A progressive and vibrant rural community.

Buck Lake Calendar 2027 
We need your photos!

Calendar submissions are always welcome. Please
send or share your high quality images to

BuckLakeAssoc@gmail.com 
Be sure to include your name (or the name of the

photographer), a title or description for the image, 
and share the camera meta data as well if you can

(like the example).

“Summer Sunset” by Heather Judge
Apple iPhone 16 Pro (ƒ/1.8, 1/120, ISO 200)

https://www.southfrontenac.net/en/living-here/road-closures-construction.aspx
https://www.southfrontenac.net/living-in-south-frontenac/fire-and-emergency-services/open-air-fire-rules-fire-ban-status/
https://us.list-manage.com/fiwCese_qnJ?e=b4035eba83&c2id=cbd6f1458dd0597ce7f971a148440147
https://us.list-manage.com/fiwCese_qnJ?e=b4035eba83&c2id=cbd6f1458dd0597ce7f971a148440147
https://us.list-manage.com/CjZlUcREQWI?e=b4035eba83&c2id=cbd6f1458dd0597ce7f971a148440147
https://us.list-manage.com/GmjsxeBmQnA?e=b4035eba83&c2id=cbd6f1458dd0597ce7f971a148440147
https://engagefrontenac.ca/climate-change-action-plan
mailto:bucklakeassoc@gmail.com
mailto:bucklakeassoc@gmail.com
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Thank you to all who attended Buckstock  
on Saturday, June 27, 2026! Thanks to
your kindness and generosity we were
able to raise over $2,300 for Southern
Frontenac Community Services!
 

Craig Jones and the Alternative Facts
entertained the crowd for three hours
and everyone enjoyed food, fun, and
games while trying to hide from the sun!
Thank you to the campers at Hidden
Valley for being such gracious hosts and
for assisting with set-up and cooking the
burgers, hot dogs, and sausages. A
heartfelt thanks to all that participated!

Photos by Scott Lillis

Buckstock '26
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KIDS CORNER

NAME THAT BIRD!
Can you identify the species of bird that was
photographed here on Buck Lake? 

The answer and information about the species will be provided on
our website - under the Kid’s Corner tab.

WHAT KIND OF BIRD AM I?WHAT KIND OF BIRD AM I?WHAT KIND OF BIRD AM I?

Photo by Scott Lillis

FIND THE OBJECTS IN THE P ICTURE
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