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The next directors' meeting will be held on Sunday, February 28 @ 9 a.m. via 
Zoom. Note: All Buck Lake Association members are always welcome to attend 

any board meeting.  If you are interested, please email The Board for more 
details about how to attend/access any forthcoming meeting. 
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YŜŜǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ /ŀƳŜǊŀǎ wŜŀŘȅ 
Welcome to our first edition of the 

new year.  As promised, we have 

included the winning photographs of our 

first ever Say Cheese End-of-Year Photo 

Competition! 

I will not ruin the surprise, but suffice 

it to say, that the winning photographs 

are amazing and really capture the 

essence of Buck Lake!  

In fact, all of the submissions were 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛŦŜ άŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘέ 

for the judges!  

Knowing that we will likely have the 

competition once again at the end of 

this year, keep your cellphones or cameras 

at the ready all year long! 

I would also like to thank everyone who 

provided feedback on the new layout of 

The Buck Laker άƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ.έ  As we 

continuously strive to improve, we look 

forward to hearing from our readers, not 

only on the layout, but also if you would 

like us to address any particular topics. 

In the meantime, keep enjoying these 

glorious winter days full of bright blue 

skies, smooth ice and white fluffy snow on 

the trails!  

Gillian Lash   

Worth an honourable mention, this shot of a deer in winter was entered by Kim & George Turner. 
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.[! /Ǌƻǿƴǎ tƘƻǘƻ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 
The judging has wrapped up and after a tight competition, 25 

images have been recognized as winners in the Say Cheese End-

of-Year Buck Lake Association Photo Contest. In total, some 181 

images were received from a skilled group of more than 30 

photographers. 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ 

this first-ǘƛƳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǘƘȅ hǘǘŜƴƘƻŦΣ Ŏƻ-lead of the BLA 

Community Outreach & Social Committee, which co-ordinated the 

fun-for-all-ŀƎŜǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ά9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ /h±L5-19, any 

chance you get to focus your mind on fun things, like Buck Lake, is 

a welcomŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

Some categories were extremely competitive, a total of 48 

entries were received in the Fauna category for example. In the 

ŜƴŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ 5ƻǊŜƴŜ IƻƻƪŜȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǿƘŜŀǘŜƴ ǘŜǊǊƛŜǊΣ tƛǇŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ for 2020. 

You can see her winning image both on the cover of this issue and 

on page 16, where you can also review all of the other individual 

category champs. Her prize package included a $5 Tim Hortons 

gift card, a plaque version of the cover of this issue of The Buck 

Laker and a Buck Lake mug donated by North Branch Designs. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wƛŀ 

Berry, the other committee co-ƭŜŀŘΦ ά[ƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŀǊǘŦƻǊƳΣ 

photographs can be very subjective, and what appeals to one 

person, may not strike the same chord with another. Fortunately, 

we work very well as a committee, so we were able to employ a 

consensus-ōŀǎŜŘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

The Association hopes to run a number of the photos that 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ their respective divisions in future issues of The Buck 

Laker newsletter, but for now here are three of the best of the 

ǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ 

around, including: Ice storm blue jay, by Cristen Fidler; Juvenile 

deer, by Jenn Campbell; and, Captain of your own boat, by Susan 

Hendry. 

άhǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ .ŜǊǊȅΦ ά²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ ƧǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ 

lƛǘǘƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ .ǳŎƪ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΦέ  



 

ά¢ƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ǳŎƪ [ŀƪŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DŜǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ hǳǘ 

 
Itõs always 

BLA Calendar 

season 

 Remember: 
  WE NEED YOU 

  ALL YEAR LONG! 
 

Calendar submissions are now open 

for the 2022 edition. Please send your 

amazing Buck Lake photos in full 

resolution to Cheryl Dawson at 

dawson.cheryl13@gmail.com 

right when they happen.  

Please, no people in the photos. 

 

Photos by Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 

There is currently a threat faced by loons, eagles 

and other wildlife around North America that is 

both 100% manmade and 100% avoidable: Lead. 

Lead is a toxic metal that, when present in 

sufficient quantities, has adverse effects on the 

nervous and reproductive systems of humans and 

animals. Found in most fishing jigs, sinkers, shotgun 

shells and other outdoor gear, this metal is 

poisoning our wildlife. While it is hard to get an 

accurate count of waterfowl and birds of prey that 

¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǘŎƘ ǘƻȄƛŎ ǘŀŎƪƭŜΣ 
ŀƳƳǳƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ 
ƻŦ ƭƻƻƴǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 

die each year due to lead poisoning, what 

ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘΦ 

Looking at the experiences Sandy Pines 

Wildlife Centre in Napanee from the past year, 

for example, the statistics are quite telling for 

loons. Just two out of 12 loons treated for lead 

poisoning in 2020 survived. According to Sandy 

mailto:dawson.cheryl13@gmail.com?subject=BLA%20Calendar%20Photo%20Submission
https://www.greenshieldpestcontrol.com/
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Pines Founder/Director {ǳŜ aŜŜŎƘΣ ƭƻƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

the only birds being impacted. 

άhǳǘ ƻŦ мн ǎǿŀƴǎ όǊŜǎŎǳŜŘύ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

entangled or lead poisoned, eight were 

ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά[ŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǳsually from sinkers, 

ōǳǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǎƘƻǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ǘƻƻΦέ 

Sandy Pines has been in operation for 25 

years working under the mandate to help all 

injured and orphaned wildlife across Eastern 

Ontario and release the creatures back into the 

wild once possible. Typically, this volunteer- and 

donation-based organization assists 5,000 

animals a year, with an average of 400 patients 

in care at any given moment. 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀƭŘ ŜŀƎƭŜ ƛƴ ƴƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜŀŘ 

ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ aŜŜŎƘΦ 

άCƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊe 

is no lead in the bird, so it is going to be 

releasable. Although we have medication given 

intravenously to help absorb the lead in the 

blood, there is often lead still in the bird that is 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘΣέ ǎƘŜ addedΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

removed usually by surgery. Loons in particular 

are very high stress birds, and that is what 

ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

Current research south of the border also 

indicates that lead poisoning is a serious concern 

ŦƻǊ ƭƻƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ŀǎ aŜŜŎƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

suggests. Statistics assembled from around the 

U.S. show lead poisoning from fishing tackle is 

responsible for 12% to 50% of adult loon deaths. 

The Raptor Center at the University of 

Minnesota has monitored injured bald eagles for 

lead since 1980. Lead poisoning has been the 

cause of admission of 315 out of a total of 1,398 

eagles, or 23% of the total population treated. 

Eagles are generally exposed when they eat fish 

that have themselves ingested lead tackle.  

 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ hǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƻƻ 

mailto:jokramer@xplornet.ca
mailto:gmcdiarmid@on.aibn.com
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Photo by Peggy Blair 
Volunteers will be asked to observe resident loons 

during several key times each year season. 

By Don Young 

The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey is a long-term 

program delivered by Birds Canada. 

Participants survey the lake of their choice 

visiting it at least three times during the 

breeding season. The information participants 

collect helps track the reproductive success of 

common loons across Canada.  

While the program is not designed to 

identify population indices, the reproductive 

trends let us know how the species is doing 

across the nation and regionally. 

Purpose: The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey 

was launched in Ontario in 1981 by Birds 

Canada (then Long Point Bird Observatory) 

with support from various partners. It went 

national in the early 1990s. In 40 years, more 

than 4,000 participants have monitored 

breeding Common Loons on 4,500 lakes. This 

impressive effort allows us to achieve many 

important outcomes, including:  

1. Assess Common Loon reproductive success 

at different scales;  

2. Investigate links between reproductive 

success and habitat;  

3. Contribute to conservation management 

and planning; and  

4. Increase public awareness of the 

importance of lake conservation. 

Volunteer Position Description 

Key Responsibilities:  

¶ Review protocol, how to determine 
chick ages, and commonly 

misidentified species on an annual basis or 
as needed.  

¶ Visit your lake section at least three times, 
once in each of June, July, and August.  

¶ Survey following the protocol, ensuring 
that you are confident no loon pairs or 
chicks are missed on your survey area 
(entire lake or lake section).  

¶ Track number of Common Loon pairs, 
adults, chicks, and chick age.  

¶ Record other cottage/lake bird species 
(optional).  

¶ Collect data following the standardized 
data form.  

 

Data will be collected by the Buck Lake 

Association coordinator and submitted to Birds 

Canada for the whole lake as well as published 

annually in The Buck Laker. 

{ŜŜƪƛƴƎ .ǳŎƪ [ŀƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƻƻƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅ 
²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘΚ 
IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ 
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The Length of Appointment: Surveyors are 

asked to participate for as many years as 

possible. Many cottage and lake users create 

traditions surrounding their loon surveys with 

family and friends working together to ensure 

the data are collected. Many participants take 

their commitments even further, working to 

support loon and lake conservation actions 

within their community. 

Recent studies, including those by the 

Canadian Lakes Loon Survey, have shown a 

periodicity, or cycle, to loon reproduction. 

These studies suggest that loon reproduction 

success increases and decreases in about a 10-

year pattern. The most recent Status of the 

Common Loon report for the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service has recommended that a 

minimum of six years of data are needed to 

identify true reproductive success for a single 

lake. 

Time Commitment: This depends on the size 

of the area you survey. Three well-timed 

surveys can suffice but many surveyors are 

regularly at the lake and constantly survey 

loons. Often loon surveys can be conducted 

during your other lakeside activities. Thus, many 

participants survey loons for hours ς as they fish, 

swim, boat, or just enjoy the lake they are on.  

Support: Birds Canada will provide a training 

factsheet and data forms. Participants can contact 

the Volunteer Manager if they have questions or 

concerns. Birds Canada stores the data collected, 

analyses simple trends annually, and shares those 

trends with participants. Program data are also 

available online. 

The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey creates reports 

periodically and our most recent report is available 

on the website. In addition, we publish scientific 

articles; report in BirdWatch Canada; share 

conservation and stewardship blogs; and provide 

data and information to scientists, lake managers, 

and lake associations.  

Age Requirement: None. This program is family 

friendly. The lead participant will need to be able 

to interpret the materials and potentially use a 

watercraft. 

Birds Canada will also support high school 

volunteer hours ς just provide the appropriate 

paperwork with your data return.  

 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ .[! ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ [ŀƪŜ 

Connection Without Contact  
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Dress Code: Dress appropriately 

for being outside in the sun on a 

boat. Please wear a PFD to minimize 

risks and ensure your safety.  

Concerns: The most common 

issues are dangers associated with 

paddling on lakes, sun exposure, and 

boat failure. Please wear an 

appropriate floatation device when 

on/near the water and ensure your 

watercraft meets all legal safety 

requirements for your province or 

territory.  

Equipment Needed/Other 

Concerns: Most situations require a 

watercraft ς only a few of the lakes 

can be surveyed from land. 

Binoculars are required (to ensure 

chicks are seen) and, if available, a 

telescope is very handy.  

Interested: Please forward your 

name, contact information and 

section(s) of the lake that you would 

like to survey and any other 

pertinent information (for example: 

are you a real bird lover, a biologist 

or just want to get involved to help 

loons) to the Buck Lake Association 

using the subject line Loon Lake 

Survey to the following email 

address, bucklakeassoc@gmail.com. 

The deadline to apply to take part 

is March 1, 2021. You will be 

informed shortly after if you have 

been selected to participate and 

information on how to collect, 

record and submit your observations 

will be forwarded.  

 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ IŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƭŀƪŜ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ 

The lake has been 

divided into 8 

sections based on 

likely breeding 

territories. 

 

LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ Ϸнр ŀ Year! 

To sign up today online, paddle on over to 

https://foca.on.ca/product/buck-lake-association/. 

.ȅ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜǊǎΩ 

Associations for free. As a member you get lots of perks: 

Information on rural property issues; Environmental 

programs; and, Discounts from merchants. 

 

 

mailto:bucklakeassoc@gmail.com
https://foca.on.ca/product/buck-lake-association/
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by Dorene Hookey 

I shot this of our wheaten terrier, Piper, keeping a close eye on her people 

who were fishing in the heavy fog not far from our dock. 

 

The Say Cheese End -of -Year  

BLA Photo Contest  Winners  
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by Jugjit More-Curran 

Dave Curran shows off his short game while golfing at Evergreen on the shores of Wolfe Lake. 

by Ric Mattingley 

This was taken this summer in the late afternoon. 
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by Dorene Hookey 

{ΩƳƻǊŜǎΦΦΦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

the campfire. 

by Susan Curran 

Yell when you go through the tunnel and 

you can hear it echo. 

by Dorene Hookey 

We raised some monarch 

butterflies from 

caterpillars we found at 

the cottage. This was 

taken just after one of 

the butterflies emerged 

from the chrysalis. 
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by Natasha Miklaucic 

These are the four Miklaucic siblings, Brie, Ella, Chloe and Cole (grandchildren of Jane 

Verner) sitting on the dock at 1261 Hidden Valley Road, Buck Lake, enjoying sunset. 

Frog by Dan Wainman 
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 Red Trillium by Dan Wainman 

by David Smith 

During this challenging Covid-19 year, my granddaughter managed to spend a 

weekend with us at our little three-season cottage. She had never fished 

ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ 

reflected the peace and contentment of fishing from a dock on Buck Lake. 
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by Barb Gillis 

Jaxsyn Gillis leans into his cut while slalom skiing on the South Branch. 
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by Dawn Gagnon 

The Tubbs family missing 

the lake while stuck on the 

other side of the border. 

https://kayaarm.com/
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Spring is here!        by Bruce McDonald 

https://www.gurreathomes.com/
mailto:wayne@northcountrymarine.ca
mailto:perthroadstore@xplornet.ca
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by Andrea MacLean 

This photo was taken Thanksgiving weekend 2020 on the small Slide Lake trail. 
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by Dorene Hookey 

My teenage son hard at work building his little shack in the trees with leftover lumber. 

by Jenn Campbell 

Down the Massassauga!  

What we like to call 

ά¢ƘŜ !ƳŀȊƻƴΦέ 
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by Ian MacMillan 

Above: Jumping in for a dip. 

by Doug Roughton 
[ŜŦǘΥ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ά{ǳƴǎŜǘ hǾŜǊ CǊƻƴǘŜƴŀŎ 

tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ tŀǊƪΣέ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ of my father Stephen Roughton. 

5ŀŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ άYǿƻƴŜǎƘŜέ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ .ǳŎƪ [ŀƪŜ 

from 1979 to 2020. 

 

by Jugjit More-Curran 

Above: A pair of rock bass stake out their 

territory for nesting in the shallows. 
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Gliding through the mist.     by Cyndy MacIntyre 

Truly a winter wonderland.      by Kim & George Turner 

 


